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 WHAT IS MILO KIWI CRICKET? 
 

MILO Kiwi Cricket is both a modified introductory version of the game and a 
skill development programme. It incorporates high participation with the first 
experience of competition. It provides an opportunity to have fun, to learn and 
practice the fundamental skills of the game, and to use them each week in a 
real game situation. It does this through introducing 7-10 year old boys and 
girls to the game in its simplest form and by reinforcing the essential batting, 
bowling, fielding and wicketkeeping skills developed in MILO Have-A-Go 
Cricket. 
 
MILO Kiwi Cricket represents the second step on both the New Zealand 
Cricket player and coach pathways [see below] and leads on to the many 
popular forms of conventional and modified junior cricket. Its success is based 
on involving and training teachers and parents as MILO Kiwi Cricket coaches 
so they have the knowledge and expertise to confidently organise and run the 
MILO Kiwi Cricket programme. The programme has shown that teachers and 
parents have not only been keen to train as coaches at the level of their 
children and but also to become involved in organising and running regular 
practice sessions and weekly competition matches. Furthermore, they have 
thoroughly enjoyed the experience. 
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“ Cricket recognises that competition and striving to 
win are intrinsic parts of cricket. Properly managed 
competition is a healthy and desirable element of 
junior cricket which provides young cricketers with a 
challenge as well as the opportunity to measure their 
progress and to apply, test, and further develop their 
abilities in a contest situation. Learning to compete, 
however, is a process that young cricketers need to 
be guided through. They cannot achieve success 
without the essential cricket skills and a strong 
sense of teamwork and fair play. These are the 
building blocks for their continued participation and 
enjoyment of the game.” 
 

New Zealand Cricket ‘Junior Cricket Policy’ 

Since its inception in 1988 Kiwi 
Cricket has had a major impact 
on junior cricket throughout New 
Zealand. In the 2004-2005 
season 8,686 boys and girls 
played Kiwi Cricket in schools 
and clubs. The involvement of 
MILO as the sponsor of the 
programme since 1999 has 
allowed the production of quality 
coaching resources which 
reinforce the need to continue 
the skill development started 
with the players in MILO Have-A-Go Cricket, in addition, to giving them the 
opportunity to play a match each week. In the 2004-2005 season for 
example, 122 schools, clubs and districts set up as MILO Kiwi Cricket 
Centres. These centres were organised and run by 645 teachers and parents 
trained as MILO Kiwi Cricket coaches and catered for 2,851 boys and girls. 
The MILO Kiwi Cricket programme has been very successful in attracting a 
large number of girls and women into the game with 23% of the players being 
girls and 48% of the coaches being women. 
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WHAT IS A MILO KIWI CRICKET CENTRE? 
 
A MILO Kiwi Cricket Centre simply refers to a school or club that organises 
and runs the MILO Kiwi Cricket programme. MILO Kiwi Cricket is sometimes 
run independently by a school or club who has its own teams and 
competition, but is usually run by a district or metropolitan area which 
arranges a competition into which schools and/or clubs enter their teams.  
 
MILO Kiwi Cricket is extremely flexible and can be tailored to meet the needs 
of either the school or club. For example, the programme can be run 
afterschool [3.30-5.00pm], or in the early evening [5.45-7.15pm], or on a 
Saturday morning [9.00-10.30am]. Many centres operate on weekday 
evenings between 5.45pm and 7.15pm which enables more parents to attend 
and assist as coaches, and also allows a better use of cricket grounds and 
facilities. Many centres encourage families to bring a picnic dinner or set up a 
barbeque in conjunction with the programme. 
 
The size of a MILO Kiwi Cricket Centre can vary considerably in terms of the 
number of players and teams. However, irrespective of the size of the centre 
the secret of running a successful MILO Kiwi Cricket programme in a school 
or club is: 
 
1. To ensure there are not too many players in each team. While MILO Kiwi 

Cricket is usually played with 6-12 players in a team, the lesser the 
number of players in each team, the more action there is for each player, 
and the greater the opportunity there is to play shorter versions of the 
game. 

 
2. To maintain the ‘GROUP COACHING’ focus of the MILO Have-A-Go 

Cricket programme where there is a ratio of 1 coach to 5 players. Although 
MILO Kiwi Cricket ‘teams’ are selected to play matches, it is essential that 
each team is taken by a number of ‘TEAM COACHES’. This allows 
coaches to continue to ‘group coach’ by being able to work together 
closely and support each other in organising and running practice sessions 
and games. 
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WHAT ARE THE OBJECTIVES OF MILO KIWI CRICKET? 
 
The main objectives of the MILO Kiwi Cricket programme are: 
 
1. To provide an elementary competition that allows children to gain an 

awareness of the game of cricket.  
 

2. To provide opportunities for children to acquire the essential cricket 
skills through practice and participation in a modified version of the 
game, in a safe (plastic equipment) and rewarding environment. 

 
3. To encourage parents and teachers to get actively involved in the 

game as supporters and coaches. 
 

4. To promote cricket as a positive experience that maximises 
participation, enjoyment and equality of opportunity so that children 
(and their parents and teachers) are encouraged to continue their 
participation and involvement in the game. 
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WHY BECOME INVOLVED IN MILO KIWI CRICKET? 
 
MILO Kiwi Cricket provides many opportunities and benefits for schools and 
clubs keen to be involved. The underlying support provided by New Zealand 
Cricket and each of the Major Cricket Associations is the most obvious 
advantage. Other benefits of the MILO Kiwi Cricket programme include: 
 
1. An increase in the number of junior cricket players and teams in your 

school or club, and ultimately in your district and association. 
 
2. The involvement of both boys and girls. 
 
3. Opportunities for all children to have fun, enjoy playing for a MILO Kiwi 

Cricket team in an elementary competition, have a ‘fair go’, learn some of 
the essential cricket skills, and make friends. 

 
4. Junior cricketers with better basic cricket skills and knowledge of the game 

when they enter conventional or traditional cricket. 
 
5. An increase in interest and ongoing involvement by teachers and parents 

as they follow their children.� 
 
6. An increase in the number of teachers and parents keen to train as 

coaches [MILO Kiwi Cricket coaches] and to apply their newly acquired 
skills and knowledge to set up MILO Kiwi Cricket Centres and organise 
and run the MILO Kiwi Cricket programme. 

 
7. Easy to co-ordinate because: 
 

�  Free training is provided to coaches by MILO SUMMER SQUAD 
personnel from the local cricket association. 

 
�  A selection of quality resources 

including a MILO Kiwi Cricket 
COACHING MANUAL, cap and an 
acknowledgement certificate is 
provided to each trained coach. In 
addition, copies of the MILO Kiwi 
Cricket programme VIDEO and a 
MILO Kiwi Cricket 
ADMINISTRATION HANDBOOK 
outlining how to set up, coordinate 
and run a MILO Kiwi Cricket Centre 
are supplied to each centre. 
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�  MILO Summer Squad personnel visit select local primary schools 

and run MILO CRICKET SKILLS AWARENESS LESSONS for each 
class containing 7-10 year old children, and provide them with 
PROMOTIONAL PACKS including a poster, player cards, puzzle 
and recruitment information on how and where they can join your 
MILO Kiwi Cricket Centre. 

¨  Each primary school visited also receives a MILO Kiwi Cricket 
coaching manual and/or a CD-ROM ‘More Cricket in the 
Classroom’ and ‘Certificates of Attendance’ for those children 
who participate in the lessons. 

 
�  A selection of quality GIVEAWAYS is made available for the players. 

These include a cap, poster, vortex, pen, miniature autograph cricket 
bat, certificate, sticker and MILO sample and brochure. 

 
�  A STARTER KIT of equipment [set of Fielding Discs and a MILO 

Gear Bag] is donated to each MILO Kiwi Cricket Centre with over 20 
players to support its operation. 

 
�  Ongoing advice and guidance is available from experienced local 

MILO Summer Squad personnel. 
 
8. The establishment of more direct and stronger links between local primary 

schools and clubs – with schools being identified within the community 
catchment area of a club and targeted for recruitment. 

 
9. The importance of making certain the early cricket experiences for children 

playing the game, and often their teachers and parents as coaches, are 
positive, enjoyable ones. 
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WHAT RESOURCES AND HELP ARE AVAILABLE TO 
SCHOOLS and CLUBS SETTING UP AND RUNNING THE 

MILO KIWI CRICKET PROGRAMME? 
 
New Zealand Cricket and each of the Major Cricket Associations is committed 
to helping schools and clubs establish and maintain successful MILO Kiwi 
Cricket Centres. In order to achieve this, and make them easier to effectively 
run, a carefully planned programme, supported by a selection of quality 
resources, has been developed by New Zealand Cricket. This has been 
promoted and implemented by a network of MILO Summer Squad cricket 
development officers in each Major Cricket Association who have visited 
schools, recruited players, set up and provided advice, guidance and ongoing 
support to MILO Kiwi Cricket Centres, and trained teachers and parents as 
coaches. 
 
The following resources and assistance are available to schools and clubs 
setting up and running the MILO Kiwi Cricket programme: 
 

1. A detailed programme which provides a clear and logical progression of 
6 planned practice sessions of activities and skill drills together with 
some suggestions for cricket ‘HOMEWORK’. 

 
2. A quality MILO Kiwi Cricket COACHING MANUAL which outlines the 

role of the MILO Kiwi Cricket coach, details how to organise and run a 
MILO Kiwi Cricket match including umpiring and scoring, and 
incorporates detailed plans for 6 coaching sessions along with the basic 
skills needed to conduct each session. 

�  An informative MILO Kiwi Cricket VIDEO which provides an 
audio-visual presentation of the above. 

 
3. Major Cricket Association MILO SUMMER SQUAD personnel: 

�  To conduct free, two hour COACH EDUCATION COURSES for 
teachers and parents to enable them to coordinate and run the 
programme as well as to coach beginning cricketers the 
rudimentary skills of the game. 

 
�  To visit select local primary schools to take MILO CRICKET 

SKILLS AWARENESS LESSONS on behalf of the school or 
clubs, and provide PROMOTIONAL PACKS containing 
recruitment information to children to encourage them to play the 
game by joining a school or club team. 
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�  To provide advice and guidance to each MILO Kiwi Cricket Centre 
and to attend sessions, when appropriate, to provide ongoing 
direction and support. 

 
 

4. Each Major Cricket Association also employs a CRICKET 
DEVELOPMENT MANAGER who is responsible for the implementation 
of the MILO Kiwi Cricket programme and its delivery by the MILO 
Summer Squad. They are also available to provide information and 
support throughout the season. 
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REGISTRATION AND COST 
 
The MILO Kiwi Cricket programme costs $15 per player. This price is set by 
New Zealand Cricket and is not negotiable. 
 

REGISTRATION FEE - $15 per player 
 
Schools and clubs keen to run MILO Kiwi Cricket 
will receive an ADMINISTRATION HANDBOOK 
to assist coordinate the programme and a 
RECEIPT BOOK to aid the process of 
registration, the collection of money for the 
programme, and the recording of interest by 
teachers and parents in being involved with the 
programme as coaches. After registration, the 
$15 per player needs to be forwarded to New 
Zealand Cricket where it partially offsets the costs of providing: 
 

1. The PROMOTIONAL PACKS used by the MILO Summer Squad to 
recruit in your primary school or in select local primary schools in the 
community of your club or district. 

 
2. The official GIVEAWAYS for each player registered in a MILO Kiwi 

Cricket Centre. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. The COACHING MANUALS, CAPS and CERTIFICATES for each 
teacher and/or parent trained as a coach in a MILO Kiwi Cricket Centre. 

 
4. The STARTER KIT of equipment and coaching VIDEOS for each MILO 

Kiwi Cricket Centre with over 20 players. 
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MILO KIWI CRICKET PROGRAMME  
PLAYER GIVEAWAYS 

 
Listed below is the official 2005-2006 session giveaway outline, which will 
assist, in the effective distribution of the MILO Kiwi Cricket player giveaways. 
 
 

PLEASE FOLLOW THIS ORDER TO MAINTAIN A NATIONAL 
APPROACH TO DISTRIBUTION 

 
SESSION GIVEAWAY 

1 MILO Kiwi Cricket ‘Cap’ and welcome letter 
2 MILO Kiwi Cricket vortex 
3 MILO Kiwi Cricket pen 
4 MILO Kiwi Cricket poster – ‘Wicketkeeping’ poster 
5 MILO Kiwi Cricket autograph bat 
6 MILO Kiwi Cricket participant certificate, sticker, poster, 

MILO sachet and brochure 
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WHAT IS A TYPICAL MILO KIWI CRICKET PRACTICE 
SESSION? 

 
 
The great thing about the MILO Kiwi Cricket practice sessions is their 
flexibility.  
 

1. This means the timing of the practice sessions can fit in with the needs 
of the school, club or district, players, teachers and/or parents. The 
practice sessions can be run either afterschool, or on a mid-week 
evening, or on a Saturday morning. They can be run separately from 
the game, or before or after the game. 

 
2. The MILO Kiwi Cricket programme includes 6 PLANNED PRACTICE 

SESSIONS together with some suggestions for cricket ‘HOMEWORK’. 
Each session is 60 minutes in duration and is divided into five sections: 

 
�  Introduction and warm up activity   [10 minutes] 

�  Batting skills drills      [15 minutes] 

�  Fielding skills drills     [15 minutes] 

�  Bowling skills drills      [15 minutes] 

�  Warm down activity and conclusion  [10 minutes� �

 
3. The programme should be added to, and extended beyond the six 

sessions by:  
�  Either repeating sessions 
�  Or devising new sessions by combining activities and drills from 

several of the sessions 
�  Or designing a tabloid session in which groups compete against 

each other in several activities and drills 
Each MILO Kiwi Cricket Centre is free to determine which arrangement 
best suits them.  

 
4. Although the duration of each practice session is 60 minutes this can 

also be altered depending upon when the sessions will be run, and the 
age and concentration level of the participants, to a timeframe that best 
suits each MILO Kiwi Cricket Centre. 
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EXAMPLE OF A MILO KIWI CRICKET SESSION 
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HOW DOES OUR SCHOOL OR CLUB SET UP A  
MILO KIWI CRICKET CENTRE? 

 
More and more schools and clubs are setting up MILO Kiwi Cricket Centres 
each year, as they realise the importance of the programme to their future 
viability. There are a few simple steps to introducing and setting up a MILO 
Kiwi Cricket Centre. 

 
1. Your school or club will need to find 1 or 2 keen teachers and/or parents to 

coordinate the programme [COORDINATOR COACH].  
 
2. Your school or club will need to contact the Cricket Development Manager 

in your Major Cricket Association or your local MILO Summer Squad 
Cricket Development Officer and express their interest in the programme. 

 
3. Your school or club will then need to organise a meeting with the Cricket 

Development Manager or MILO Summer Squad Cricket Development 
Officer to discuss the procedures for setting up a MILO Kiwi Cricket Centre 
and running the programme. 

 
4. Once your school or club has confirmed their intention to set up a MILO 

Kiwi Cricket Centre, New Zealand Cricket will provide an Administration 
Handbook detailing how to coordinate and run a MILO Kiwi Cricket Centre 
and a Receipt Book to assist with registration. 

 
5. Your school or club will then need: 

�  To determine the date, time, venue and procedures for their 
registration day 

�  To ascertain the commencement date, time and venue for the MILO 
Kiwi Cricket programme 

�  To design an appropriate recruitment flyer outlining how and where 
children can join the MILO Kiwi Cricket programme 

�  To decide which local primary schools they want the MILO Summer 
Squad personnel to visit to deliver MILO Cricket Awareness Lessons 
to recruit boys and girls into the programme 

 
6. Hold your registration day for players and identify which teachers and/or 

parents are willing to assist run the MILO Kiwi Cricket Centre and train as 
coaches. 

 
7. Arrange a coach education inservice date approximately one week prior to 

commencing the programme, for the local MILO Summer Squad Cricket 
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“ I just wanted, on behalf of myself and my son, to thank MILO and 
compliment you on the quality of your Kiwi Cricket programme. 
The hat we received at our first training session was enough alone 
– given that it looks great and is really good quality. I wish I had 
one. All the other things that are provided are cream on the side, 
or should that be the crunchy bits on the top of the MILO.”  

 

Development Officer to come in and train your teachers and/or parents as 
MILO Kiwi Cricket coaches. 

 
8. Coordinator coach to send your order with the money collected from the 

registered players [$15 per player] to New Zealand Cricket to receive your 
official player giveaways and starter kit of equipment. 

 
9. Start the programme. Have fun! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. CONTACT 
 MILO Summer 
Squad about the  
availability and 

benefits�of the MILO�
Kiwi Cricket 
programme 

2. ORGANISE 
meeting with MILO 
Summer Squad to 

express interest in setting 
up a  MILO Kiwi Cricket 

Centre�

5. HOLD 
registration, enrol 

players and identify 
teachers and 

parents keen to 
train as coaches to 

assist run the 
programme 

3. CONFIRM 
intention of setting up 
a  MILO Kiwi Cricket 
Centre and receive 

set-up resources from 
NZC�

schools and run 

4. DETERMINE 
registration and 

programme 
starting dates, and 
which local primary 
schools for MILO 
Summer Squad to 

visit to conduct 
MILO Cricket Skills 

Awareness 
Lessons  

7. SEND 
order with money to 
NZC for giveaways 

and starter kit of 
equipment 

8. START 
the programme - 
your school, club 
or district is now 

an accredited 
MILO Kiwi Cricket 

Centre�

6. ARRANGE 
MILO Summer Squad 
to train teachers and 
parents as MILO Kiwi 

Cricket coaches 
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MILO SUMMER SQUAD  
MAJOR CRICKET ASSOCIATION 

CRICKET DEVELOPMENT MANAGERS/OFFICERS 
 
 

 

MAJOR CRICKET 
ASSOCIATION 

 

 

MILO SUMMER SQUAD  
CRICKET DEVELOPMENT MANAGERS/OFFICERS 

 

AUCKLAND 
 

Peter Clinton 
Cricket Development Manager 
Auckland Cricket Association 

Private Bag 56-906 
Dominion Road 
AUCKLAND 3 

TEL: [09] 815 4861 
FAX: [09] 846 4464  

 
 

NORTHERN 
DISTRICTS 

 

Pat Malcon 
Operations Manager 

Northern Districts’ Cricket Association 
PO Box 1347 
HAMILTON 

TEL: [07] 839 3783 
FAX: [07] 839 5542 

 
 

CENTRAL 
DISTRICTS 

 

 

Nigel Brooke 
Cricket Development Manager 

Central Districts’ Cricket Association 
C/o Sport Horowhenua 

P O Box 588 
LEVIN 

TEL: [06] 367 0052 
FAX: [06] 367 0683 

 
 

WELLINGTON 
 

 

Carl McKenzie 
Cricket Development Manager 

Cricket Wellington Inc 
P O Box 578 

WELLINGTON 
TEL: [04] 384 3171 
FAX: [04] 384 3498 
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CANTERBURY 
 

 

Mike Harvey 
Cricket Development Manager 
Canterbury Cricket Association 

P O Box 789 
CHRISTCHURCH 
TEL: [03] 363 5095 
FAX: [03] 365 3073 

 
 

OTAGO 
 

 

Craig Radford 
Cricket Development Manager 

Otago Cricket Association 
P O Box 1419 

DUNEDIN 
TEL: [03] 477 9056 
FAX: [03] 455 4250 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NEW ZEALAND CRICKET 
 

MILO KIWI CRICKET 
 

ORDERS and INQUIRIES 
 

Alec Astle 
National Development Manager 

New Zealand Cricket 
P O Box 958 

CHRISTCHURCH 
 

Mark Lane 
National Coaching & Development Associate 

New Zealand Cricket 
P O Box 958 

CHRISTCHURCH 
 

Tel:  [03] 366 2964 
Fax: [03] 365 7491 


